
Springfield,  Vermont 

The retaining wall is actually an original foundaƟon wall from the dye building of the old 

slack mill factory.  Movement of the wall has been monitored by BGS OperaƟons and 

Maintenance for a number of years.   AŌer a heavy spring melt  in 2017 the wall showed 

addiƟonal signs of movement.  

An engineer was hired to survey the wall. The engineer submiƩed schemaƟc opƟons with 

a variety of temporary and permanent soluƟons and associated cost esƟmates.  Explora-

tory test pits were excavated to further determine feasibility of the soluƟons and to more 

accurately esƟmate costs.  The engineer determined that the wall is in failure.  There is a 

horizontal crack extending through the wall in the southwest corner, among other prob-

lems.  The conclusion of the exploratory work determined that replacement of the wall is 

the best soluƟon.  A steel frame was installed to aƩempt to temporarily stabilize the wall 

unƟl replacement can occur.  

We are currently nearing the end of the Design Development Phase. The current design 

will keep the current wall in place and use it as a “coffer dam” during construcƟon of the 

new wall behind it. Once the new wall is complete, the exisƟng wall will be cut short and 

used as scour protecƟon to protect the new wall from damage.  This saves money and 

simplifies the permit process.  

Full failure would be the collapse of the wall into the river, and the high likelihood of los-

ing part of the parking area into the river as well.  Surprise failure would result in the 

addiƟonal cost of removing the wall and other foreign materials from the river and an 

emergency repair to the wall and parking lot.   
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Project Es mate: $600,000.00 

Permi ng:  March 2018 

Final Design: March 2018 

Construc on Bid: TBD 

Construc on Start: TBD 

Es mated Comple on: TBD 
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